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Tlu' panel cliseussion disappoints one looking iov (he (uiiire prospects ol plant sysieinatics. l( 
ccanes as no surprise lhat nearly all tlie speakers agreed thai (he (op (hree priorides should he h 

d(H'uinen(a(ion ol (he world's biodiversity helore ii is irreversihU' losi, 1) ctMiserva(ion ol (hai 

/ ^ 

hiodiwrsii\'. and ^)eon(iiuied research (o hei(er iiiulersiaiul e\'olut lonarv inechanisins. Some ol (he 
speakers mentioned increasing and improving herbarium aiul biological da(abases and retrieval. 
I lowever. no OKan was given (o Lleveloj^ing inoeiels on lnn\ (he great!)' expanded daiabasing should 
be achieved. Iiuleed the (aily other reterence lo this important issue was a couple ol |'>aragraphs in 
Kubiicki's pa|X’r. 

Surprising!)'. I lound \'ery little on the next phase lor molecular biolog). That is. mo\ ing I vom a 
simplistic compariscais ol nucleotide secjuences in a lew' anal) zable genes to understanding t he un 

s. Indeed, in Kubitzkis 



derlying geiu'tics nl integrated character complexes (d exia 


assessment I lound just i he opposite, ’‘To this end ltd interpreting character cwolut ion] morphtdogical 
tauaher traitscan be mapped taiitu'ladograms, w Inch sluuild prelerabi) be basc^l on molecular data " 
While 1 understand hisct)ncern ol aN'tading circular reasoning b\ using alternate data sets. I see a 
|a*oblemaiic attitude that isdcweloping in systematics, even among the tradiiitaial mca'phologicall)’ 
oriented researchers. Are w’e (as a bios\ stemat ics communit v) to kaan our classil ications on one or a 

> j 

lew' genes and lorce t he interpretat ion ol mta'phok^gical characters, main cd w'hich derive I rt^n highly 
ct>rrelateLl multi gene complexes, onto thtne simple gene trees? Are w'c lallmg headlong again into 
the iraptd A>ne character taxononn?" IVrliaps we should be more prudent, realizing that t hese highly 
sophistir ated, but philtnt^phicall)' simidistic met hods are not showhng us pln logenet ic hislt^ry an\' 
more t han do the conlusingl)’ honu^plastic mia‘pholt)giCcd met luxb 


S 


While this book lalls short ol its purpmaed goal, nonetheless it is a valuable cad lection ol ai 


tides It IS W(>r(h owning, especial 1)' lor accessing ihe literature on 


g\'. bgypt iati b(Man\’ no 


menclature. and \'arious modern s\'Siematic technicjiies. /\()gci VV' .Sunders, As,S()ciu/e (?ul/t'( tinns 
.Munugto. lyUciniicil Rc'^cdn h hjslifuic u/ 7c\us. Rrccifi S(. I'crl \V(n(h. I \ 7h I02--J0b0. US.A . 
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Mark I^k^nta. 2003 . Seven Names for the Bellbird: Conservation Geography in 

Honduras. (ISBN 108344 - 249 - 6 , hhk.). Texas A&N 4 University Press,John 
11 . 1 .inclsev Bklt;., Pevvis St., 4334 TAMU, CAMle^^e Station, TX 77843 - 4334 , 
U S..A. (CArders: 18 (X)- 826 - 8911 , \\'-la\vrenee@tainLi.edLi. vvww.tamLi.edii/ 
npress). SO.OW 230 pp., 33 hiSiw photos, 4 maps, 3 3 / 4 " x 9 1 / 4 ". 

Within I he text, Mark bonta takes an et hnogra|Ahic ajAproach to understanding the relationship be 
tween the local people oi I londuras and the birds ol their region, thus seiwing ua create a bridge 
Act ween academic getAgr.iphy and w'hat he calls "tAnl hegicAund ccAiiseiwat ion." Th(‘ reccAuntmg (d 
this apprcAadi and its results takes the lorm ol inrlixadual and lamil)' hisitAries and stories rela)'ecl 
ihiTAughtAut the text. 1 lie partiv ular intent ot the text is tiA dissuade lhe reader lhat humans are en 
t irel)' plesimeti\'e with a r (Ausc iruis purptAse. .md that in particular t he relat icAiis hip between 1 londtu 
ran locals aiul iluar ax'ilauna is ikai inherent 1\ deirimental tiA the birds. I lowcwer. bonta does ikai 


jAarade his 1 mdings as assuraiue that I he birds ha\'e a see iire plac e in t lie 



Aical landscape. 


The text isrlix'ided int(A nine separate cha|Atets, preceded b\' an introducti(An tcA conseiwaticm 
geogra|Ah)', as it w'ill be dealt w'lth Icai* the remainder of the text, and succeeded by an appendix list¬ 
ing t he birds recorded tor t he cent ral (hlancho depart ment ol 1 londuras as w’ell as a glossary caI Span¬ 
ish terms. The I irst chajAter deU’es into l he subject ol ‘‘omit hophilia’ha nat ural lo\'e lor birds) t hrough 
the ile|Aic iion ol a )'Oung girl, l.ucita, and her interaction with the birds in her area. As a standard lor 
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chapiersdealing witli personal histories, Bonta lurther divides each into sections, the lirst tew serving 
as stand-alone exam pies ol what in the latter sections he takes apart and rel lecison in his own voice. 

Chapter two establishes the geographical and historical background ol the region and its bird 
population, acknowledging these Icatures as among the most important contributors to the varying 
relationships with birds. Chapter three takes into account that Honduras is a male-dominated society 
and the more obvious facets ol relationships with birds are not the only ones; women and children 
are given voices to share their perceptions ol the issue. Chapter lour lays bare the situation within 
Juticalpa, an urban center in Olancho, using case studies ol two birds, the euju'/ufe (Black Vulture) 
and the (Clay-colored Robin). Chapter live brings up the capacity in which large landowners 

act as conservationists, contrary to general expectation. Chapter six presents the other side ol chapter 
lour, highlighting the rural landscape ol small domestic and individual villages and larmers, where 
biodiversity is highest and may be most easily conserved. Chapter seven exposes Honduras as a coun¬ 
try where the majority of soil cover is not rainlorest, and where many species requiring the attention 
ol conservationists do not make their homes in virgin rainlorest. Other marginalized species are also 
dealt with, such as those that are nocturnal. Chapter eight is a case study centered about the mon¬ 
tane rainforest ol Montana de BabiIonia. In chapter nine Bonta presents several proposals regarding 
the conservation geography ol Honduran avilauna, with the intent lor broader applications. 

Perhaps the message which Bonta intends be taken home is that the destruction in the 
Neotropics is not accomplished with clear and purposeful intent, but rather as a side effect ol certain 
socio-economic factors. Therefore, to lessen its impact, we must take a "geographical approach to 
conservation that cuts across artificial boundaries separating what is 'natural' from what is ‘cul- 
turaP in the landscape" (p.3). W’hile the theme of conservation geography is implied throughout the 
book, it is only in the last chapter where it is dealt with directly, and where it ceases to merely be an 
"ethnography of birds." The book does not resort to scientilic and technical terms and therelore is 
easily understood: it is for a general audience interested in avifauna, conservation, and the idea ol a 
“cultural landscape."—7 iunu Fmnklin, Botaniccil Research InstiI uIeof Texas,509 Pecan SL Port Wort h, 

TX 76102-4060, USA., tfrankIin@l)rit.or^. 


Paul E. M INNIS (Ed ). 2003. People and Plants in Ancient Eastern North America. 

(ISBN 1-58834-133-X,pbk.). Smithsonian Institution Press, 750 Ninth Street 
N W, Suite 4300, Washington, DC 20560-0950, U.S.A. (Orders: 202-275-2300, 
http://www.sipress.si.edu/). $34.95, 423 pp., 25 tigs., 45 tables, 6" x 9”. 

This text is presented as the first in a two-volume set, consisting of eight chapters by contributing 
North American anthropologists. Minnis chooses to extend the time frame of ethnobotany to the 
past, and therefore deal with methods of paleoethnobotany. Using these methods, the contributing 
authors delve into three subject areas: prehistoric use of plants, crop history and applications, and 
human impacts on local environments. This first volume is loosely contained by geographical bound¬ 
aries into, as the title indicates, an overview of Eastern North America; its lei low, as yet unpublished, 
will cover the remaining Western North American region. 

In a sixteen-page introduction, Minnis provides an historical overview ol the held ol 
paleoethnobotany, quite easily explained for those ol us that may have little use lor such long-strung 
terms. Following this are chapters that concentrate on the Central and Southern Woodlands (about 
which much work has been done in the past), native plant use, crop domestication and lood produc¬ 
tion, anthropogenic ecology, and regional concentrations in the Northeast, the Great Plains, and in 
the Caribbean Islands. 
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